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Despite the big ambi-
tions, Obama’s proposed
path remained unclear.
The plan leaves unan-
swered the politically
thorny question of where
in the U.S. a new facility
wouldbe located. It offered
broad cost estimates. The
White House described it
as more of a conversation
starter than a definitive
outline.
Republican leaders in

Congress showed no in-
terest in having that con-
versation.
“We will review Presi-

dent Obama’s plan but
since it includes bringing
dangerous terrorists to
facilities in U.S. commu-
nities, he knows that the
bipartisan will of Con-
gress has already been
expressed against that
proposal,” said SenateMa-
jorityLeaderMitchMcCo-
nnell, R-Kentucky.
House Speaker Paul

Ryan, R-Wis., said Obama
hadyet toconvinceAmeri-
cans that moving detain-
ees to U.S. soil is “smart
or safe.”
“It is against the law —

and it will stay against the
law,” Ryan said.
Even Sen. JohnMcCain,

R-Ariz., a former prisoner
of war and an advocate of
closing the prison, called
Obama’s report a “vague
menu of options,” which
does not include a policy
for dealingwith future de-
tainees.
Under the plan, roughly

35 of the 91 current detain-
ees will be transferred to
other countries in the
coming months, leaving
up to 60detaineeswhoare
either facing trial bymili-
tary commission or have
been determined to be too
dangerous to release but
are not facing charges.
Those detainees would

be relocated to a U.S. fa-
cility that could cost up to
$475 million to build, but
would ultimately be offset

by asmuch as $180million
per year in operating cost
savings.
The annual operating

cost for Guantanamo is
$445 million. The U.S.
facilities would cost be-
tween $265 million and
$305 million to operate
eachyear, according to the
proposal.
The plan considers, but

does not name, 13 differ-
ent locations in the U.S.,

including seven existing
prison facilities in Colo-
rado, South Carolina and
Kansas, aswell as sixother
locations at current cor-
rectional facilities on state,
federal or military sites in
several states.
It also notes that there

could be all newconstruc-
tion on existing military
bases. The plan doesn’t
recommend a preferred
site.
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President Barack Obama’s plan considers, but does not name, 13
different locations in the U.S. — including seven existing prison
facilities in Colorado, South Carolina and Kansas, as well as six
other locations at current correctional facilities on state, federal
or military sites in several states — to replace Guantanamo Bay.
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Oysters can survive normal rainwater runoff into the estuary and can cope with even tempo-
rary low salinity from large amounts of local runoff, but they can’t survive extended discharg-
es from Lake Okeechobee, scientists say.

Bycomparison, 136.1 bil-
lion gallons of Lake Owa-
terwasdischarged into the
river in the summer and
fall of 2013, killing practi-
cally all the oysters in the
estuary.
Since Jan. 30,more than

50 billion gallons of lake
water has been released,
and the Army Corps of
Engineers has said the
discharges are expected
at least twomoremonths.

BIGGESTTHREAT
Proffitt said tiny parti-

cles of sediment pose the
biggest threat to oysters.
During the first 20 days

of the current discharges,
for example, more than
800,000 pounds of sedi-
menthave turned theestu-
arychocolatebrown; anda
plume of brown water ex-
tends out the St. Lucie In-
let into theAtlanticOcean.
“The sediment that’s

suspended in the dis-
chargedwater rains down
on top of the oysters, clog-
ging the filters they use to
feed,” Proffitt said.
The oysters close up to

keep the sediment out, but
that means they can’t eat.
“The adults can last a little

while,” Proffitt said, “but
the young ones can’t.”
Vincent Encomio, an

oyster expert at theFlorida
Oceanographic Society in
Stuart, called sediment
“the gift you don’t want
that keeps on giving.”
Even after the sediment

formsmuck on the bottom
of the estuary, “it keeps
getting re-suspended in
the water by boat propel-
lers and strong winds.
Then it falls back down
onoysters and kills them.”

NOSALT
Thedischargesof fresh-

water from the lake drop
or completely wipe out
salinity levels in the estu-
ary, which naturally is a
mixture of saltwater and
freshwater.
Proffitt said low salin-

ity alone can kill small
oysters but has no effect
on larger ones. But if
Lake O discharges occur
in the summer, when oys-
ters are already stressed
due to warm water, low
salinity is more likely to
kill all oysters.
For that reason, Proffitt

and Salewski recommend
discharges be limited to
the winter. And Proffitt
suggested discharges be
“pulsed”: on for a couple
of months, then off long

enough for salinity to re-
cover.
The ultimate goal,

Proffitt and Salewski said,
should be “to eliminate or
severely curtail the fre-
quency of multi-month
high freshwater discharge
events.”

BOOM-BUST
In the meantime, Prof-

fitt said, even though oys-
ters die during long dis-
charges every few years,
money spent on building
oyster beds in the St. Lucie
isn’t wasted.
Martin County has

built more than 25 acres
of oyster beds through-
out the estuary with a
grant under theAmerican
Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act in 2009. Florida
Oceanographic and about
500 volunteers have built
more than 30 smaller oys-
ter-shell beds along the
Riverwalk in downtown
Stuart.
“Even when there are

boom and bust cycles in
the oyster population,”
he said, “that’s better for
the estuary’s ecosystem,
for the oysters and the
numerous other species
the oyster beds support,
than just having a bunch
of muck at the bottom of
the St. Lucie.”
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Large Print
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and Retinal Specialist
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See the HUGEOutdoor Kitchen, Fireplace&
Grill Display!

Stroll the Booths and SeeNew&Unique Products and Services

RejuvenateYOURPassion For Your Largest Investmentwith:

$5 Per Adult 18+. Under 18 is FREE. Parking is FREE
www.VeroBeachHomeShow.com
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•Solar Innovations
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•CustomCabinets
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• Flooring Products
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FREE Info
Packed
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