








http://www.fau.edu/career/majors/


https://www.fau.edu/global/international/prospective/admission-to-fau/


5 

D. Prerequisite Requirements:

Although an undergraduate degree in Biological Sciences is the usual mode of preparation, 

applicants from other fields of science such as mathematics, computer sciences, physical 

sciences, and social  sciences are welcome and considered individually. Undergraduate 

training is expected to include introductory biology,  calculus,  physics,  and 

biochemistry. Deficiencies in these preparatory courses can be corrected by taking the 

appropriate  courses or by passing equivalency exams. The student’s Advisor and Graduate 

Supervisory Committee will be responsible for deciding which of these deficiencies must 

be corrected before the students complete the graduate degree.  Undergraduate courses are 
not covered by Tuition Waivers.

E. Transfer Credits:

Up to 1/3 (or 12 out of 36, for a typical program) of the credits required for a degree track 

might be taken at FAU as a non-degree seeking student and applied to their graduate degree 

requirements. Master's programs may accept a maximum of 6 graduate credits earned from another 

institution beyond a baccalaureate degree (University Catalog for Transfer Credit Policy). 

F. Conditional Acceptance
Applicants who show promise, but fail to meet the department’s minimum standards (e.g., 
GPA) can be potentially admitted on "conditional status". If accepted, student must
complete a minimum of two (2) graduate courses taken for a letter grade (not S/U) with 
a minimum of ‘B” grade in each class in the 1st semester. Satisfactory performance in these 
courses will enable the student to be reevaluated by the MS Graduate Programs in 
Biology Committee for official entry into the graduate program. Excluding summer terms 
(when graduate class offerings are limited), Conditionally-admitted students must 
complete the two (2) graded courses in their first term (either fall or spring, 
depending upon when they were admitted). 

G. Term Enrollment:

Students who are accepted must register for classes for the term in which they were 

accepted – there are no deferments. Students who do not register in their initial term 

will have their application records deactivated and, thus, will need to reapply if 

they wish to be considered for degree conferral.



http://biology.fau.edu/home/biology_ms_program_faculty.php
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G. Satisfactory Progress and Good Standing

Students are expected to maintain good academic standing and make adequate progress toward

completing their degree. Students are responsible for being aware and in compliance with all

Departmental and University requirements. See Below for minimum departmental

requirements.

Students maintaining good academic status and making adequate progress and in Good Standing are those that 

meet the following  minimum requirements: 

1) Maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and receive grades of B or higher or Satisfactory(S) in all graduate work

2) Meet all required deadlines such as Plans of Study, Thesis Proposal (for thesis
students), Committee Supervisory formation, Annual Report etc. (see section E.
Scheduling timelines)

3) Attend all mandatory meetings (e.g., MS Meetings, TA meetings, IACUC for those
working with vertebrates and cephalopds, Lab Safety)

4) Adequate and ethical performance as both a student in classes and as a TA (for those
with such assistantships)

5) The schedule timelines for completion outlined will be used by the MS Graduate
Programs in Biology Committee to judge whether students supported by Teaching
Assistantships are making "satisfactory progress in the program." Students attending
Graduate School on a part-time basis must satisfy both their advisor and their Graduate
Supervisory Committee that they are progressing with their degree requirements as
rapidly as possible.

H. Not in Good Standing and Dismissal

Students who do not comply with the minimum requirements above will be placed in Not in

Good Standing status. In such case, students will be required to schedule a meeting with the 
MS Biology Graduate Chair to discuss their situation, including a plan to get back into Good 
Standing as soon as possible. While in Not in Good Standing status, students are ineligible for 
Teaching Assistantships. Additionally, students who remain in Not in Good Standing status 

for 2 consecutive semesters risk removal from the program. 

I. Communication Between Graduate Students and MS Biology Program

The MS Biology Program is large and geographically located among multiple FAU campuses. Thus, 

email is the official communication form for the program. As such, we require that all MS Graduate 

students use their FAU-assigned email. We suggest that students create a folder in their email client 

software specifically for our email communications. We understand that newly-admitted students may 

not yet have an FAU email address; so we will temporarily use private or non-FAU email 

addresses until such students have their official FAU email addresses. 
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https://www.fau.edu/graduate/forms-and-procedures/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/signature-page.php
https://www.fau.edu/graduate/forms-and-procedures/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/signature-page.php
https://www.fau.edu/graduate/forms-and-procedures/fall-graduation.php
https://www.fau.edu/graduate/forms-and-procedures/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/workshops.php
https://www.fau.edu/registrar/graduation/deg_app_cert.php


http://www.fau.edu/graduate/forms-and-procedures/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/index.php
http://www.fau.edu/graduate/forms-and-procedures/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/index.php
mailto:graduatewriting@fau.edu
http://fau.edu/graduate/forms-and-procedures/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/index.php
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Cellular Neuroscience and Disease PCB 6849 3 
Special Topics, including Macromolecular Structure and Function and 
Protein Misfolding and Disease (3 credits each) 

PCB 6933 6 

Principles of Neuroscience PSB 6037 3 
Developmental Neurobiology PSB 6515 3 
Human Neuroanatomy ZOO 6748 3 
Structural Biochemistry CHM 6351 3 
Instrumentation CHM 6157 3 
Macromolecules and Human Disease GMS 6301 3 
Host Defense and Inflammation MCB 6208 3 
Advanced Molecular and Cell Biology PCB 5532 3 
Human Genetics PCB 6665 3 
Autonomic Function and Diseases BMS 6523 3 
Molecular Basis of Disease and Therapy GMS 6302 3 
Neurobiology of Addiction PCB 5844 3 
Molecular Basis of Human Cancer PCB 6235 3 
Problem-Based Immunology PCB 6238 3 
Tumor Immunology PCB 6239 3 
Adult Neurogenesis PCB 6846 3 
Advanced Topics in Biochemistry BCH 6930 3 
Brain Diseases: Mechanism and Therapy BMS 6736 3 
Advanced Plant Biotechnology BOT 6735C 3 
Advanced Drug Development CHM 6277C 3 
Drug Design CHM 6278 3 
Advanced Topics in Biochemistry CHM 6380 3 
Advanced Drug Formulation CHM 6279C 3 
Pharmacology GMS 6513 3 
Special Topics ISC 6930 1-3
Neurophysiology PCB 6835C 3 
Special Topics PCB 6933 1-8

** The science courses are electives, and their selection will vary depending on 
student demand, resources, faculty, and new courses being developed. The list of 
science courses above would be appropriate for a student in this program. Other 
science courses can be taken as science electives with the approval of the faculty 
advisor. 
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Genes and Development PCB 6595

Advanced Cell Physiology PCB 6207

Advanced Immunology PCB 6236

Climate Change: Ecosystems to Human Health PCB 6409

RNS Biology and Disease PCB 6525

Reproductive Endocrinology PCB 6804

Advanced Neurophysiology Lab PCB 6837L

Cellular Neuroscience and Disease PCB 6849

Special Topics, including Macromolecular 

Structure and Function and Protein Misfolding 

and Disease (3 credits each)

PCB 6933

Principles of Neuroscience PSB 6037

Developmental Neurobiology PSB 6515

Human Neuroanatomy ZOO 6748

Structural Biochemistry CHM 6351

Instrumentation CHM 6157

Macromolecules and Human Disease GMS 6301

Host Defense and Inflammation MCB 6208

Advanced Molecular and Cell Biology PCB 5532

Human Genetics PCB 6665

Autonomic Function and Diseases BMS 6523

Molecular Basis of Disease and Therapy GMS 6302

Neurobiology of Addiction PCB 5844

Molecular Basis of Human Cancer PCB 6235

Problem-Based Immunology PCB 6238

Tumor Immunology PCB 6239

Adult Neurogenesis PCB 6846

Advanced Topics in Biochemistry BCH 6930

Brain Diseases: Mechanism and Therapy BMS 6736

Advanced Plant Biotechnology BOT 6735C

Advanced Drug Development CHM 6277C

Drug Design CHM 6278

Advanced Topics in Organic Chemistry CHM 6380



Advanced Drug Formulation CHM 6279C

Pharmacology GMS 6513

Special Topics ISC 6930

Neurophysiology PCB 6835C

Special Topics PCB 6933

Total Science 15

Total credits required for Degree 34




